
December 6, 2010 

 A Special Meeting of the Council of the City of Manassas 
was held in the Multi-Purpose Room at Haydon Elementary 
School, 9075 Park Avenue, on the above date with the 
following present:  Mayor Harry J. Parrish II, Council 
Members Marc T. Aveni, Sheryl L. Bass, J. Steven Randolph, 
Jonathan L. Way, and Mark D. Wolfe; City Manager Lawrence D. 
Hughes, Deputy Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction 
Dr. Michalene Meyer, Treasurer Robin R. Perkins, Chief of 
Police Doug W. Keen, Captain Steve Bamford, Captain Art 
Dennis, Officer Scott Stallard, Community Development 
Director Elizabeth S. Via-Gossman, Neighborhood Services 
Coordinator Christen Zenich, Fire and Rescue Chief Mike Wood, 
Assistant Fire and Rescue Chief Mike Rohs, Assistant Fire and 
Rescue Chief Leon Buckley, Fire Marshal Frank Teevan, Family 
Services Director Ron King, Housing Manager and Advocate 
Mickey Rhoades, Utilities Director Mike C. Moon, Deputy 
Public Works Director Gene Jennings, Utilities Service 
Manager Ana Davis, City Clerk Andrea P. Madden, Deputy City 
Clerk Antoinette M. Elgart, and Administrative Associate 
Melody J. Hess. 
 
 Absent was Vice Mayor Andrew L. Harrover. 
 
 Item 1 of the Agenda:  Open House with City Staff 
 
 Item 2 of the Agenda:  Call to Order 
 
 Mayor Parrish called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. 
and led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
flag. 
 
 The City Clerk read the Notice of Special Meeting 
acknowledged by all Council Members stating that the Special 
Meeting was called for the following purposes: 
 1. As per the attached agenda dated December 6, 2010. 
 2. Other pertinent business for the operation of the 
City. 
 
 Item 3 of the Agenda:  Mayor’s Welcome 
 
 Mayor Parrish welcomed everyone to the Town Hall 
Meeting and thanked City staff for attending.  Mayor 
Parrish recognized Principal Rebecca Stone and thanked her 
for hosting the City Council.  Mayor Parrish congratulated 
the Osbourn High School Football Team, the coaching staff, 
and the athletes’ parents on an outstanding season.  Mayor 
Parrish noted that work on the City’s FY 2012 Budget is 
underway and encouraged citizens to attend the meetings and 
become involved in the process.  A five-year forecast has 
been adopted by City Council; this provides the City 
Manager with guidance to develop the City Manager’s Budget.  
Mayor Parrish invited the City Council Members to share 
their comments and thoughts. 
 

Council Member Randolph stated that Town Hall Meetings 
are fine examples of “democracy in action” and asked those 
in attendance to voice their opinions and ask their 
questions. 
 

Council Member Way noted that some Town Hall Meetings 
are not well-attended, but that is not the case in the 
Haydon Community.  Council Member Way thanked those in 
attendance for coming out despite the cold temperatures and 
wind.  Council Member Way commented that there was a 
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Consent Agenda item concerning regulations of sexually 
oriented uses.  This ordinance was created in just over two 
months and is intended to serve as an interim ordinance 
until a full study can be completed and a more 
comprehensive ordinance drafted. 
 

Council Member Wolfe welcomed everyone and noted that 
there were citizens from other parts of the community who 
made an effort to attend the meeting. 
 

Council Member Bass wished everyone Happy Holidays and 
commented on the success of the 65th Annual Christmas Parade 
on December 4, 2010. 
 

Council Member Aveni announced that Dominion Power 
will host an Open House event on December 8, 2010 from 5:00 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Greater Manassas Volunteer Rescue 
Squad to provide information about proposed transmission 
lines that will run through the City of Manassas.  Council 
Member Aveni stated that these lines will not benefit the 
City and encouraged citizens to attend the open house and 
urge Dominion Power to keep their power lines in the 
County. 
  
 Item 4 of the Agenda:  City Manager’s Update 
 

Mr. Hughes wished all a Happy Holiday season. 
 

Mr. Hughes stated that meetings regarding the FY 2012 
Budget will begin soon and encouraged citizens to 
participate in the process.  Although local economic 
conditions are not as dire as they have been in previous 
years, the State has plans for some local revenue, which 
may have significant consequences for the City and the 
schools. 
 

Mr. Hughes reported that the City has been involved in 
several meetings regarding Dominion Power’s proposed 
transmission lines; the City will release an official 
statement that the transmission lines should stay in 
industrial areas.  The City may not be able to prevent the 
transmission lines from being erected, but we are doing all 
we can to define where they can be located. 
 

Mr. Hughes stated that as a result of recent gang 
activity, a Gang Summit has been scheduled for January 17, 
2010 at the Boys & Girls Club. 

 
Mr. Hughes congratulated the Osbourn High School 

Robotics Team on their recent success in the SeaQuest 
challenge. 
 

Item 5 of the Agenda: School Superintendent’s Update 
 
Dr. Michalene Meyer, Deputy Superintendent for 

Curriculum and Instruction, commended the Osbourn High 
School Football Team on their exceptional season; the team 
conducted themselves with dignity and honor both on and off 
the field this year.  Dr. Meyer stated that the staff and 
the coaches should be commended for the work they do with 
the young athletes. 
 

Dr. Meyer encouraged the citizens to take advantage of 
entertainment opportunities at the schools; the Osbourn 
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High School Holiday Choral Concert will be December 9, 2010 
at 7:00 p.m. and the Mayfield Drama Team will present 
“Annie” on December 9 and December 10, 2010 beginning at 
7:00 p.m. 
 

Dr. Meyer announced that Round Elementary School was 
recognized by the National Wildlife Federation and received 
a Silver Award for their extraordinary environmental 
efforts. 

 
Item 6 of the Agenda: 
 

 The City Clerk read for the second time Ordinance #O-
2011-11 Amending Section 130-42, of the Code of Ordinances, 
City of Manassas, Virginia (2002), as Amended, by Adding in 
Chapter 130 a Section Numbered 130-93, Relating to Sexually 
Oriented Uses. 
 
 The second reading of the ordinance as just read by the 
City Clerk was exactly the same as the first. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER WAY MOVED that Ordinance #O-2011-11 as 
just read by the City Clerk be enacted upon second reading.  
Seconded by Council Member Wolfe. Roll call vote:  AYES: 
Council Member Aveni, Bass, Randolph, Way, and Wolfe.  
ABSENT:  Council Member Harrover.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Item 7 of the Agenda:  Citizens’ Time 
 

Maureen Wood, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
stated that she is very concerned about the proposed 
Dominion Power transmission lines and encouraged everyone 
to attend the Open House at the Rescue Squad on Wednesday, 
December 8, 2010.  Ms. Wood thanked the City for organizing 
the Gang Summit scheduled for January. 
 

Les Bolton, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
expressed his frustration with the number of vehicles a 
neighbor has and asked the City Council to look at their 
legal options and consider some legislation to regulate the 
number of vehicles allowed at one residence.  Mr. Bolton 
stated that the property surrounding Liberia House is 
overgrown and needs to be cared for.  Mr. Bolton also asked 
if the schools would consider down-sizing their buses; Mr. 
Bolton noted that many school buses only carry four to five 
students and are not being used efficiently.  Mr. Bolton 
suggested the schools consider using mini-vans to cut down 
on fuel consumption. 
 

Betty Malone, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
stated that the News & Messenger recently posted the 
salaries of Prince William County employees and asked why 
the City’s salaries were not published.  Ms. Malone stated 
that the City Council should have appropriated the money 
necessary to complete the study on sexually oriented 
businesses.  Ms. Malone stated that the possibility of such 
a shop should have been addressed before one came into the 
City.  Ms. Malone read the following from a magazine: 
“Austerity is the word of the day; that means the end of 
the cushy life for Europe’s endangered civil servants.  
Government jobs were long seen as an ideal situation for 
the European workers – steady, undemanding, with inflation 
adjusted pay, long paid holidays, Christmas and holiday 
bonuses, a fat pension, and the prospect of early 
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retirement.”  Ms. Malone stated that if a City employee is 
worried about getting a pay raise, they should remember 
that there is someone willing to do that job for that pay. 
 

Rich Seraydarian, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
stated that over the last few years, the City Council has 
dealt extensively with social issues, but this is not 
appropriate.  Mr. Seraydarian suggested that if a Council 
Member has a personal opinion regarding a social issue, he 
or she should write the Governor as a citizen, but the 
local government should not be involved. 
 

Mayor Parrish read a comment card from a citizen 
asking if anything is being done to optimize the 
synchronization of the City’s traffic signals. 
 

Cathy Lemmon, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
commended the Public Works Department for their hard work 
recently to repair a broken water main.  Ms. Lemmon asked 
about the vacant office spaces in the City and asked if the 
City is doing something to fill these spaces. 
 

Paul Gibson, a resident of the City of Manassas, asked 
for an update on the Sudley Road Sector Plan. 

 
Mayor Parrish read a comment card thanking the City 

for continuing to call the Christmas Parade a Christmas 
parade and referring to a Christmas tree as a Christmas 
tree. 
 

Linda Leake, a resident of the City of Manassas, asked 
that the Chief of Police, Douglas W. Keen, who assumed the 
position of Chief in April, be introduced to the Haydon 
Community. 

 
Lindy Bowie, a resident of the City of Manassas, asked 

for additional information regarding the Gang Summit in 
January. 
 
 Motion was duly made, seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
to adjourn the meeting. 
 
 Mayor Parrish declared the meeting adjourned at 8:42 
p.m. 
 
 
 
             
MAYOR  CITY CLERK 
 
        
  DATE APPROVED 


